
 

  Guam Coral Reef  
Resilience Strategy  

December 2018 



 

 

м Guam Coral Reef Resilience Strategy 

December 2018 

Overview 
 

The Guam Coral Reef Resilience Strategy (GRRS) was developed collaboratively by the Guam Coral Reef Initiative, 

which includes partners from local and federal agencies, research institutions, non-profit organizations, and the 

private sector. ¢ƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Dww{ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ DǳŀƳΩǎ ŎƻǊŀƭ ǊŜŜŦ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳŀƴ 

communities to the impacts of climate change by 2025. The GRRS is a tool for adaptive, strategic management; an 

opportunity to engage and inform key stakeholders; a mechanism to increase effectiveness of coral reef 

management; and a guide for funding projects designed to reach a common goal. The GRRS is intended to be a 

living document and thus frequently updated.  

 

The GRRS replaces the Guam Coral Reef Local Action Strategies (LAS) ŀƴŘ DǳŀƳΩǎ /ƻǊŀƭ wŜŜŦ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ tǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ 

for 2010-2015, the latter developed cooperatively by the Territory of Guam and the NOAA Coral Reef Conservation 

Program (CRCP). The Guam Reef Resilience Strategy will primarily be used by managers to guide coral reef 

management and conservation activities and provide justification for grant proposals and other funding requests. 

This document is intended for use by coral reef managers 

and scientists on Guam but may also be useful to 

individuals and groups in other locations seeking to 

address the impacts of both local stressors and global 

climate change on local reef systems.  

 

The GRRS has four primary objectives:  

1. wŜŦǊŀƳŜ DǳŀƳΩǎ ŎƻǊŀƭ ǊŜŜŦ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

priorities in the context of coral reef resilience  

2. Increase cooperation among local and federal 

agencies, decision makers, educational institutions, 

non-governmental organizations, resource users, 

communities, and business groups 

3. Prioritize implementation of coral reef management 

interventions 

4. Shift from reactive efforts to proactive, adaptive 

coral reef management  

 

The target audience of the GRRS includes:  

¶ All Government of Guam and federal agencies that work directly or indirectly in coral reef management and/or 

ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ DǳŀƳΩǎ coral reef ecosystems 

¶ Elected and appointed officials and other key decision makers 

¶ Non-governmental organizations and community groups 

¶ Private entities and other stakeholder groups that conduct activities that impact and/or rely upon coral reef 

ecosystems, including the tourism industry and the fishing community 

¶ Grant makers and foundations  
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